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NATURE VALLEY FIRST TEE OPEN AT PEBBLE BEACH

Pebble Beach Golf Links and Del Monte Golf Course

September 22-28, 2015

Chapters,

I am pleased to present you with the 2015 application for the Nature Valley First Tee Open at Pebble Beach.  General Mills and Nature Valley have embraced the mission of The First Tee and we are thrilled to team up with them once again on this event.

To assist you in preparing the applications, please review the document titled Getting the YES on Participant Opportunities Applications and the Examples of Successful Applications, both posted on the members’ side of The First Tee website under the Participant Opportunities tab.

As you know, Phase IV places a focus on increasing diversity amongst The First Tee participants.  Please keep both gender and ethnic diversity in mind when selecting applicants for this and other home office events staged in 2015. Also note that because the event will be held after the start of the fall 2014 school year, participants who are seniors at the time of this application process will be ineligible to apply. The reason being: current seniors will be college freshmen by this time or 19 years-old.
Once again, we have included the Participant Bio Form as part of the initial application. This form is available online and will serve as a way to gather information and identify story ideas. This form is for background information purposes only and will NOT be scored by the judging committee. 

Finally, as a reminder, the Nature Valley First Tee Open at Pebble Beach is a premier event intended for the best participants in The First Tee network.  Playing ability is extremely important in addition to comprehension of The First Tee Life Skills and Nine Core Values.  Chapters who nominate participants in 2015 who do not follow the code of conduct nor represent The First Tee appropriately while at the tournament may be limited or prohibited from sending in applications for the 2016 event.

I look forward to reviewing many outstanding applications for this year’s Nature Valley First Tee Open at Pebble Beach.  Should you have any questions, please contact me at (904) 940-4338 or ldiaz@thefirsttee.org. 

Best regards,

Laura Diaz
Coordinator, Participant Opportunities and Events

Do not mail this page with application!

General Information

Below is the method that will be used in 2015 to select participants for the 
Nature Valley First Tee Open at Pebble Beach.  
· The field at Pebble Beach – Seventy-three participants from The First Tee will play in the Nature Valley First Tee Open at Pebble Beach and will be selected based on the process laid out in the following pages.  The remaining eight spots will be filled by exemptions awarded by the Monterey Peninsula Foundation.  
· Event Details – Participants will be selected based strictly on paper applications.  
· Eligibility - For participants of The First Tee to be eligible for the Nature Valley First Tee Open at Pebble Beach they must meet ALL of the following requirements:
· Participants must be in the 14 – 18 age range.  Applicants must reach their 14th birthday on or before September 22nd
· Classified as a high school freshman, sophomore or junior as of fall semester 2015. High school seniors as of fall semester 2015 are not eligible to apply as they will be full time college students or 19 years old at the date of the event.

· Acceptable Golf Ability – USGA handicap of 6 or better for males and 8 or better for females

· Entered in The First Tee participant database for a minimum of 3 years at the time of application deadline

· Entered in The First Tee participant database at a minimum of Birdie-certified at the time of application deadline

· Active in The First Tee database upon submittal of application

· Chapters must have signed their contract at least 2 years before application deadline in order to submit applicants 

· Each chapter may nominate up to five participants for the Nature Valley First Tee Open at Pebble Beach
· Participants who attended the event previously are not eligible
· Receipt of Applications - Applications MUST be sent to The First Tee home office directly from the chapter with the Chapter Submission Form.  The First Tee will NOT accept correspondence from families of participants.  The application must be postmarked by May 22, 2015 and must include:

· Part I: The Chapter Submission Form complete with signature from the chapter

**The First Tee will not follow up on missing information, instead standard point deductions will be taken.
· Part II: Complete and signed General and Participant Family Information (Forms A & B)
· Part III: Application (includes all five Essays, Golf Resume and Activities Chart)
· Part IV: Chapter Participation Survey completed by chapter coach or executive director

· Part V: Completed and signed Chapter Interview Form 
· Part VI: Release of Liability and Acknowledgement of Risk Form 
· Part VII: Participant Bio Form – available online and must be completed by midnight on 5/22/15 – details on page 13
· Selection - Following the closing date of May 22, 2015, a judging committee made up of Chapter Advisory Committee members, The First Tee home office staff members and invited chapter staff members will review the above items and identify candidates that will be invited to the Nature Valley First Tee Open at Pebble Beach by assigning point values to the categories.  These participants will be offered invitations to participate in the tournament by July 1, 2015.  
· Important Notes - After the committee reviews the applications a phone and/or webcam interview with a participant, chapter coach or executive director may be necessary to make the final selections.  

Please keep in mind that EVERY element of the application will be read thoroughly and evaluated by the judging committee so the selection of participants is as fair and un-biased as possible.  All of the documents and information provided will be stringently reviewed.  Please be sure each participant’s paperwork is comprehensive and complete when submitted. 
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For questions regarding the Nature Valley First Tee Open at Pebble Beach please contact Laura Diaz at The First Tee home office at ldiaz@thefirsttee.org or 904-940-4338.
Do not mail this page with application!

	Part I: Chapter Submission Form 

The following form is to be completed by a chapter staff member.  It must be returned to The First Tee home office by the chapter with the participant applications, postmarked by 5/22/2015

	Mail them to: The First Tee

Attn:  Laura Diaz

425 South Legacy Trail

St. Augustine, FL  32092

	Chapter contact Information

	This person will receive all event details if participants are selected

	Name: 
	Position at Chapter:

	Phone number:
	E-mail:

	Be sure each application contains the following items:

· This Form complete with signature from the chapter

· **The First Tee will not follow up on missing information, instead standard point deductions will be taken.
· Part II: Complete and signed General and Participant Family Information (Forms A & B) 

· Part III: Application (includes all five Essays, Golf Resume and Activities Chart)

· Part IV: Chapter Participation Survey completed by chapter coach or executive director

· Part V: Completed and signed Chapter Interview Form 

· Part VI: Release of Liability and Acknowledgement of Risk Form 

· Part VII: Bio Form 

	Also, please ensure that each participant is:

· Entered into The First Tee participant database at the appropriate achievement level and marked Active 

**Remember there are two eligibility requirements relating to the database to be eligible:

· Entered in the database a minimum of two years by 5/22/2015
· Minimum of Birdie-certified by 5/22/2015

	I ___________________________________, the ____________________________________ 

                      (name)







(title)
of The First Tee of ___________________________________________ nominate the following participants for the Nature Valley First Tee Open at Pebble Beach.  I am confident that each of these juniors meet the established eligibility requirements.  I have reviewed each of these applications and ensure that all of the applications have the elements listed above complete.  

_______________________________________
____/____/________

Signature



              (Month/Day/Year)


	Names of participant applications included in this packet: 

(Please list in rank order with 1 as your best applicant.  The committee MAY consider this ranking)

1. _______________________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________________________

4. _______________________________________________________________________

5. _______________________________________________________________________


Part II: Form A

	participant Information

	Name: 

	Chapter: The First Tee of

	Parent’s Names:

	Current home address:

	City:
	State:
	ZIP Code:

	Participant’s cell phone number: 
	Parent’s cell phone number:
	Home phone number:

	Other phone number:

	Participant’s email:

	Parent’s email:

	Date of birth: MM/DD/YYYY
	Age as of September 22, 2015:

	School grade level as of September 2015:

      Freshman

      Sophomore

      Junior 

      Senior
	Grade Point Average:___

(based on a 4.0 scale)

	Gender:            Male           Female

	Ethnic Background: 

      Asian
      Black or African American
      Hispanic or Latino/a
      Native American or Native Alaskan
      Pacific Islander
      White or Caucasian
___Multi-Racial
	Adult Shirt Size:

      Small

      Medium

      Large

      XL

      XXL

      XXXL

	Years playing golf:
	USGA Handicap:


Part II: Form B
	participant family information

	Name (first and last) as you would like it to appear on your event identification: 

	Name of Parent(s)/Guardian(s): 

	Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Permanent, Legal address:

	City:
	State:
	ZIP Code:

	Parent/Guardian(s) place of work:
	Phone:

	Parent/Guardian(s) occupation: 
	Phone: 

	Parent/Guardian(s) place of work: 
	Phone: 

	Parent/Guardian(s) occupation:
	Phone:

	Emergency Contact Name: 
	Relationship: 
	Contact phone: 

Other phone: 

	Participant medical Information

	Is participant covered by insurance?       Yes       No If yes, please specify the type below:

	      Military       Medicaid 

Insurance Company Name:
	Policy number:

	Type of coverage (check all that apply):

      Health        Accident       Major Medical
	

	Does participant have any physical condition or handicap that requires special medical treatment, diet or other consideration?         Yes       No 

If yes, please explain:

	Does participant have any allergies (food, drugs, stings, pollens, etc.)

	List the present medications this child takes:

	List any previous illnesses/surgery:

	I authorize The First Tee and its affiliates to provide medical treatment and other necessary medical services for my child during the entire period that he/she is a participant in the Nature Valley First Tee Open at Pebble Beach.  I affirm that all of the above information is correct to the best of my knowledge. 



	Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Signature
: 

	Date:

	Participant Signature: 
	Date:


Part III: Application – Golf Resume 

Competitive Golf Playing Resume: 

Please provide a competitive golf playing resume – you MUST include your score, finish, the winning score, the tournament yardage and an event description. You must also classify the event as local, regional or national. Please use the template provided.
	Participant Name: 
	Handicap:
	Chapter: 


	TOURNAMENT NAME (E.G. AJGA Fall Classic)
	DATE
	SCORES
	FINISH
	FINISHED VS. FIELD
	YARDAGE
	EVENT DESCRIPTION

(E.G. Regional, National, High School)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Part III: Short Answer Essays
	Name: 


· Answer ALL of the following five questions
· Please use the space provided below or attach typed answers on a separate page. If attaching a separate page, make sure the question is typed above the answer and your name is at the top of the page.
· Response must be 250 words or less per question

	1. Complete the phrase: Because of The First Tee I __________



	2. When is a time you were stressed out, how did you deal with it and what The First Tee Life Skill did you apply to manage your stress or situation?

 


	3. Provide an example of an adult mentor relationship at The First Tee that has been significant to you and explain why (i.e. Executive Director, Coach, Mentor, etc.).



	4. Share one of the most valuable The First Tee Life Skills that you have learned at the chapter, how you learned it and explain how you use this Life Skill both on and off the golf course?

	5. What has been the hardest obstacle you have had to overcome in your life? How did you handle it? And, if you had to do it again/over, how would you handle it differently?


Part III: Application/Activities Chart
	
	Name: __________________________________                                        
	Chapter: __________________________________                                        

	
	
	Dates            From-To
	Time Spent
	Responsibility / Accomplishments

	
	
	
	Hours per 

Week / Month
	Total Hours
	

	
	A. Extracurricular/School Activities
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	B.  Community/Volunteer           Service
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	  
	C.  Awards & Recognition
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	D.  Work for Pay
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Part IV: Chapter Participation Survey
PLEASE TYPE - The following form is to be completed for each applicant by a chapter coach or executive director.  It must be returned to The First Tee home office by the chapter with the participant applications, postmarked by May 22, 2015.
Please note, this form is a vital part of the criteria evaluated to participate in the Nature Valley First Tee Open at Pebble Beach.  Please complete it thoughtfully as full information is necessary. Please type directly onto this form, or attach a separate typed page with numbered answers. 

	Participant Name: 



	The First Tee of: 



	1. How often does this participant visit your chapter?

	2. How many total hours has this participant spent in programming at your chapter?



	3. How many years has this participant been involved with your chapter? 

	4. In what capacity is this participant currently involved at your chapter? 

	Please attach a letter of recommendation commenting on this participant’s level of commitment to The First Tee. In the letter, please provide examples of how the participant uses lessons learned at the chapter.

	Name of chapter representative:

	Signature:


	Position at Chapter:
	E-mail address:

	Date: 
	Phone number:



Part V: Chapter Interview Form

Interviews have proven to be a valuable element of the participant selection process, and will be the greatest loss in not having an in person event to determine the field for Pebble Beach.  A requirement for the application process for the Nature Valley First Tee Open at Pebble Beach is an in-person interview conducted at the chapter.  The following guidelines should be adhered to and the form below MUST be filled out and returned to The First Tee home office by the chapter with the participant applications, postmarked by 5/22/2015.

If selected, participants will be in the company of many prominent individuals – Champions TOUR players, amateur players, media, business men and women, etc.  Participants are representing The First Tee in front of an international audience.  Therefore, it is important to be prepared and comfortable with interviewing.  

	Participant Name: 

	The First Tee of:

	Judging Panel (list names & affiliation of those conducting the interview): 


Interview Guidelines:

· Each participant must complete one 20 – 30 minute interview

· Each interview should be conducted with a panel of 3 – 5 judges

· We strongly suggest the judges are individuals that can be objective regarding the participant.  They can be acquaintances.  

· Suggested judges include board members, volunteers, donors, chapter staff members

· Chapter staff members alone should not fill the judging panel 

· Each interview should include at least 5 questions (see suggested questions)
The two items should be kept in mind in terms of the context of the interview.  They should be addressed in the Interview Notes/Comments section of the Chapter Interview Form:

1. Based on the questions asked, how has this participant been impacted by The First Tee program?  How well are they able to communicate the impact?

2. Aside from the questions asked, how would this participant represent The First Tee Network at the tournament?  Are they articulate?  Would they be comfortable interacting with the media, sponsors, Champions Tour players, amateur players and businessmen? Can they convey The First Tee message?

Interview Notes/Comments (please type in the box below or attach typed comments):

	

	Name of chapter representative:

	Signature:


Chapter Interview Form Suggested Questions

Below is a list of suggested questions.  These questions are meant to be a starting place for the interview and the panel is encouraged to formulate their own unique questions in addition to those provided below in the course of the conversation.  Keep in mind the objective is to have our very best participants represent The First Tee Network.  The questions should be general in nature, keeping in mind you are looking to see how a participant would represent themselves when interviewed by the media or in the presence of prominent amateurs or Champions TOUR players. 
Self Description Questions:

· Describe yourself in three words.

· What does success mean to you?

· If you had to change one thing about yourself, what would it be and why?

Past Experience Questions:

· What is the best advice you have ever received, and did you use it?

· Give an example of a time you learned from a mistake you made.

· If you could have a mulligan on one thing in your life, what would it be?

Situational Questions:

· What would you do if you experienced a tragedy in your life that did not allow you to play golf anymore?

· If you could be famous for only one thing what would it be and why?

· How would you make golf more accessible to those less fortunate?

Questions on Character:

· Who has the biggest influence on your life and why?

· How do you deal with criticism, constructive or otherwise?

· Who is your role model and why?

Participating in The First Tee Open at Pebble Beach Questions:

· What would a trip to Pebble Beach mean to you?  How would you describe that feeling to someone who is close to you?

· What are the three most important strengths you possess that would make you a great representative of The First Tee at The First Tee Open at Pebble Beach?

The First Tee Experience Questions:

· If you could change one thing about your experience at The First Tee, what would it be?  

· Where do you see yourself in five to ten years and how can The First Tee help prepare you for that?

· What reasons do your friends who do not participate in The First Tee program give for their non-involvement?  How do you respond?

Part VI: Release of Liability and Acknowledgement of Risk

In consideration of my child, ___________________, being admitted to the Nature Valley First Tee Open at Pebble Beach and being permitted to participate in activities associated with the program, I, the undersigned parent/guardian, in full recognition and appreciation of the dangers and hazards inherent in participating in the program, do hereby agree to assume all risks and responsibilities surrounding and pertaining to my child’s participation in the Nature Valley First Tee Open at Pebble Beach and associated activities; and

Further, I do for myself, my child, and my personal representative(s), heirs and assigns, hereby agree to defend, hold harmless, indemnify, release and forever discharge The Champions Tour, The Monterey Peninsula Foundation, The First Tee; their officers, agents and employees from and against any and all claims, demands and actions, or causes of action, on account of damage to a personal property, personal injury or death which may result from my child’s participation in said program and associated activities, whether or not such injury or damage or death was caused by their acts of negligence.

Also, I give permission for my dependent, __________________, to participate in all activities sponsored by the Nature Valley First Tee Open at Pebble Beach and to travel in the vehicles provided by the tournament and host families.

I understand that the drivers provide by the Nature Valley First Tee Open at Pebble Beach will be adult volunteers of the Monterey Peninsula Foundation.

I hereby release the Nature Valley First Tee Open at Pebble Beach from liability for ____________________ during travel to and from activities sponsored by the event.

In witness whereof, I have caused this assumption of risk and release to be executed this _______day of _____________________, 2015.

________________________________

___________________________________

Date






Parent/Guardian

________________________________

___________________________________

Date






Parent/Guardian

Participant Bio Form

To officially submit your application you MUST complete this form online 

This form will be available starting February 4th until midnight on May 22nd 

CLICK HERE to access the bio form 


PRIVATE 
The information requested online will assist The First Tee and the Monterey Peninsula Foundation (host organization) in providing accurate information to all involved; professionals, amateurs, juniors and the media. We are looking for story ideas as well as background information.  To help you prepare your answers, below are the questions you will be asked during the online application process.  

Please be thoughtful and complete with your answers. 
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DO NOT STAPLE APPLICATIONS!








The Bio Form can be accessed through: 


� HYPERLINK "https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/KC7FDS6" �https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/KC7FDS6�
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